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The Minutes of the Meeting of Lea & Cleverton Parish Council held on Tuesday, January 15th 2013 in Lea Village Hall.    Commencing at 19:35 hours. 
             001/13:    Present: Cllrs. J M Cull;   (In the Chair), S M Avent; A W Barnes; M.J Crockett; A P Fuller; 


        B. E Gore: S Hills; C C. Isaac and N T Maidment
 In attendance:     16 member of the public was present.   Cllr T R Sturgis (20.00 hours)
            002/13:    Apologies: None.
003/13:    Declarations of Interest: Cllr B E Gore declared a prejudicial interest in Agenda item 12 b).
       Cllr A P Fuller declared a prejudicial interest in Agenda item 16.        Cllr S Hills declared a prejudicial interest in Agenda item 9 d).  Precept Fixing.
004/13:    Public Questions:  The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 19:38 hours to take Public Questions.
1.  Street Cleaning Pembroke Green.  A request was made regarding the frequency of the visits of the mechanical road sweeper.  It visited the Green early 6.30 to 7.00 a.m. in the morning before  cars were moved, so half heartily swept around them, never a very tidy job. The central island was always swept.  The Clerk advised that he had made contact with Highways who promised to investigate and report back.

2.  Rights of Way Modification Order – Lea & Cleverton 2012. A representative of the Lea Walkers spoke to the above detailed matter.  He sought the support of the Members in relation to the calling in by The Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs who would determine the matter following a further objection to the approval given by Wiltshire Council ROW Dept.    He outlined the Lea Walkers feelings and their action in the pursuit of the continuation of the access to fields of Crabmill and the surrounding area which had been fenced off by the new owner and fully supported by another adjacent landowner. Walkers had enjoyed at least 20 years of freedom of access without hindrance or conditions and wished to continue the privilege.   The full support of the Parish Council was requested.    It was apparent that there was an item of correspondence on this matter of which the Council were unaware.  The item was passed to the Clerk.   Cllr T R Sturgis joined the Meeting at 20.00 and pledged his support for the Modifications as   published.       The Chairman then reconvened the proceedings at 20.05 hours

 005/13:  Minutes:  The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday November 20th 2012 having been circulated were taken as read and signed as a true and correct record. (Folios 828/829/830/831/832)  The Chairman signed the Minutes.  
 006/13:   Action Points:

             167/11:    Parish Shed Roof.   No further information at this time.  Chair still processing this item.
   51/12 a) FP 11: Matter still proceeding – Agenda item.

  167/12:     Emergency Plan for Parish. No action at this time.  Emergency Exercise – No progress. 

007/13:      Correspondence: 

WC:      Precept calculators and Schedule Band D rate

WIN:  Shadow Health Watch Chair and 4 executives.  Election Pack

WC:     Northern Area Planning Meeting – Agenda December 12th 2012 & 9th January 2013
WC:     Precept Band Information

MAB:   Minutes of Area Board Meeting.   November 7th 2012.

WC:   Referral of Footpaths 34, 35 & 36 to Secretary of State for EF&RA for determination.

           Coupled with attendance and decision status at Northern Area Planning Meeting.

Land registry:  Further queries regarding access to Cleverton allotment plots (Poor Pieces)   
Land registry:  Completion of registration of Cleverton Plot. (Grass Keep)
**WC:   Precept setting – Briefing for Parish Councillors.

MAB:  Community Issue (Speed count) has been updated.

**WALC:  December Newsletter. Care Skills for Cllrs training on Feb 6th 2013 Swindon 6.30 – 8.30 pm £35.00.  Election Training Feb 22nd Devizes Bowls Club £35.00 10.00 – 13.00 Joint LGA & NALC conference – London; Speed Limit increased for HGVs over 7.5 tonnes; Improving Local Government Transparency for councils with over £200,00 PA; Critical Friend Service from WALC; New PAYE Arrangements (RTI) Real time information.
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WALC:  Localisation of Council Tax Support.

SLCC:    Precept information – No cap for 2013/2014

M&VCAP: Flooding website:   http//malmesburyfloodinfo.weebly.com   
                Also a Facebook Page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/222243707910354/   

WC:  Service Delegation 

WC:  Waste collection arrangements for Christmas/New Year period.

M&VCAP:  M&VCAP Times issue 6 November.

WC:  Flooding wea1ther update.  Nov 25th 2012.

WC:  2012/2013 Waiting restriction requests.

MAB: Flooding and Emergency item at Area Board January 16th
Various:  Requests and comments about flooding, sandbags, ditches, gullies and grips. 
Sherstonfest:     June 14th, 15th
Various:  3 Tenders for 2013 ground Maintenance.

WC:  Disposal of surplus furniture. Free to PC’s   Browfort, Devizes and Bradley Road, Trowbridge.

MAB:  Agenda for Area Board Meeting January 16th 2013.  Town Hall, Malmesbury.

WALC:  Buckingham Palace Garden Party   May 30th 2013    Nominations by Feb 8th PC Chair & Guest. 

 008/13:   Community Police Report: No attendance.

 009/13:   Finance:
a) Ground Maintenance 2013: Three Tenders received.  Full comparative details circulated to Members. Following discussion RESOLVED to accept the offer from AW Services in the sum of £2,445.00 plus £45.00 for Tennis Court and Cricket Mat works.  To included 16 cuts of Pembroke Green and Manor View.  JD Garden and Estate Management and Cottage Garden Services unsuccessful. 
b) Finance Report: The Report as at 8th January 2013, having been circulated was noted and approved.   The Receipts and Payments account as at December 31st 2012 was noted and approved.
c) Payment of Accounts:  Action taken in respect of payment of the following accounts between meetings was approved, the items having been checked and countersigned. Clerk’s salary ¼ ended 31st December 2012 £524.81. (J. Parmiter Cheque 000599 £524.81); PAYE – HMRC £131.20. (Post Office Ltd., 000600 £131.20). Valley Trading Ltd., Skip Hire £122.00. (Valley Trading Ltd., Cheque 000601 £122.00). The following accounts were presented, checked and approved for payment forthwith. Clerk’s expenses ¼ ended 31 12 2012 £262.31. (J Parmiter Cheque 000602 £262.31); RBS Accounts system support for 2013 £124.80. (RBS Cheque 000603 £124.80 Inc VAT); Viking – Printer cartridge £47.99(J Parmiter Cheque 000604 £47.99 Inc VAT).
d) Precept 2013/2014: The details of the proposed Precept for 2013/2014 having been circulated were discussed. Cllr. Hills having declared a prejudicial interest and not having applied for a dispensation remained in the meeting but took no part in the discussions and did not vote. It was noted that under the Wiltshire Council top up scheme we would receive £89.03.  It was accordingly RESOLVED to set the Parish Council Precept for 2013/2014 at £8,428.97.  The Band “D” level is £21.60.   Wiltshire Council Finance to be advised accordingly. 
010/13:  Wiltshire Council Report:
             Cllr Sturgis advised that the Precept top up system might not be available next year. HM Government support to Wiltshire Council had decreased by 4% for 2013/2014. The Council were maintaining front line services, Leisure Centres were still open and 2 new libraries had been opened. Review of offices still ongoing, greater efficiency was producing savings, hot desking had proved successful.  Bourne Hill Offices in Salisbury were being closed.  The Council were moving resources into flood prevention.  Many ditches with piped with small bore pipes were not cleared, thus water flooded adjacent areas.

                The Chairman thanked Cllr Sturgis for his comments. 
011/13:    Rose & Crown:   At this point the Chairman welcomed Mr Wayne Jones; the new Landlord of the Rose and Crown to the Parish and wished him and his wife success in their new venture.  Mr Jones responded by asking for the support of the Parishioners.

012/13:    Planning Matters:

                 a) Planning applications received:  The Chairman and Clerk had agreed that no adverse comments should be offered in respect of the following Tree Works.   This action was taken to avoid calling several meetings of 10 minute duration.    Members RESOLVED to accept this action.  The following comments had been submitted.
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   i)   12/03771/TCA - Brillscote Farm, The Street, Lea SN16 9PF

     Fell 1 No sycamore & 2 No Ash Tree.  Reduce 1 No Ash Tree by 50%. Approval.
ii)   12/3891/TCA – Garsdale, The Street, Lea SN16 9PG

     Fell 1 No Silver Birch. Approval. 
iii)  12/04003TCA – Jubilee Playing Field, Crabmill Lane, Lea. SN16 9NF

     Tree works to 2 No Chestnut Trees. Approval.
                   iv)  12/03411/FUL – The Beeches, The Street, Lea, SN16 9PF Small Grassed area at rear is currently agricultural needs COU to ensure that it is converted to residential and not left as agricultural.  A reply had been sent indicating that there was no objection to this but that our previous comments were, in the Members view still valid.
 v)  13/00026/FUL – Long Acre, The Street, Lea. SN16 9PG

     Extension to dwelling over the attached single garage.   Members examined this project and agreed that provide the extension complied with Policies C3 and H8 of the NW Local Plan 2011 that no objection should be offered. 
Planning applications approved:  

    i) 12/03496/TPO – Coombe Barn, The Street, Lea. SN16 9PF

       Fell 1 No Fir tree and tree works to 1 No Oak and 2 No Ash Trees. 
         Consent granted 5th December 2013.

   ii) 12/03771/TCA - Brillscote Farm, The Street, Lea SN16 9PF

     Fell 1 No sycamore & 2 No Ash Tree.  Reduce 1 No Ash Tree by 50%. 

       Consent Granted 04 01 13
        iii) 12/03801/TCA – 2 Old Bakery Close, Lea. SN16 9PH

          Fell 1 No Field Maple.   Consent granted 18th December 2013.
 013/13:   Rights of Way:

a) Footpaths: Cllr Crockett reported that a new board was needed on the stile at Rushcroft Close.  A board was available. The matter be would be dealt with.

b) The Chairman indicated that initial discussions had been taking place with Mr. Smith and Miss Wraight and could have possibly been brought to a satisfactory conclusion when the Lea Walkers decided to take the matter forward without reference to the Parish Council.  The Clerk had indicated to Wiltshire Council ROW following the July 2012 meeting that the Members had no knowledge of any restrictions or agreement to allow walkers to utilize these fields for walking with or without dogs.  Members had a copy of this correspondence and also the letter advising that the NW Planning Committee would review the matter, make a decision and then pass the outcome forward as required by the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs for his determination. Members expressed various points of view. Cllr Fuller expressed the view that he was happy to support the proposal but would have been more content if the footpaths from points D to E and F which did not follow the river had been excluded. In addition he suggested that there are many suitable alternative walks of a similar nature around the village.  Members expressed the view that the proposal should be viewed in its entirety and should not exclude the section, points D to E and F which was over fields and not bounded by the river.   However as the overall choice was to support or oppose the scheme as outlined Cllr Fuller believed that support should be given. The letter referred to in Minute 004/13: 2. was circulated to the Members present. Further discussions ensued, following which it was RESOLVED with eligible Members voting to fully support the issue. Lea Walkers thanked the Parish 
Council for its support. Cllr Gore having declared an interest in this matter remained in the meeting but took no part in the discussions and did not vote.            12 Members of the Public left the meeting at 8.45 pm.

014/13:       External Meetings;
                None attended.
015/13:       Jubilee Playing Field:

a) Ground Maintenance Contract 2013. The Contract in favour of the successful Tenderer was signed and witnessed.
b) JPFJMC Meeting: Noted that the usual six monthly meting would be called in March/April.
c) Section 106: The S106 application for £852.90 towards the new seat had been approved by Wiltshire Council.   This would be paid on completion of the works.
d) Inspection Reports: Approval was given for the procurement of warning signs indicating slippery surfaces on the wooden items. Cllr Gore agreed to paint the goal posts with a suitable paint.
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016/13:     Highway matters: 

a)  Community Steward & Team: The scheduled visit to the parish had been made week commencing January 7th.  The next visit was schedule for February 11th.     During the early part of month several incidents of flooding had been brought to the attention of the Officers.  There was a need for the Gully Tanker/Cleaner to deal with various grips.   The need for the Street Sweeper had been mentioned earlier.
b) C66 – Woodbridge Road:   Many reports had been made to Clarence regarding potholes in the road. Some action had been taken but insufficient to correct all defects.
c) Trees at St Giles: This matter had been referred back to Highways by Officers in County Hall. 
017/13:     Allotments:   Cllr Fuller having declared a prejudicial interest in this item remained in the meeting but took no part in the discussions.   
a) General Condition: The Skip was being well utilised, much glass and other rubbish been removed from the ends of Plots 1 and 2.    Cllr Gore reported that the fence posts needed replacing.  RESOLVED to purchase 6 posts and install.
b) Annual Rents: All Tenants with the exception of 5 had paid their rentals.  Clerk would chase up as required.

c) Cleverton Allotment site: This plot had been registered with the Land Registry Office in Weymouth.  However it would still be necessary to clarify the Right of Access.  Chairman to discuss further with adjacent Landowner.  Mr D Lewis had indicated that he would be prepared to draw up the required document. 
018/13:  Annual Meetings:
a) Annual Parish Council Meeting: 

RESOLVED that in compliance with the Election Year requirements this meeting be held on May 21st 2013; commencing at 19.30 hours in Lea Village Hall.

b) Annual Parish Meeting:

RESOLVED that the Annual Meeting of the Parish be held after the Annual General Meeting of the Lea Village Hall Management Committee.  Date of May 7th to be agreed.

019/13:  Village Hall Report;

         Cllr Fuller advised the meeting that action was being taken to redecorate the inside of the Hall in 2   colours.  The matter of the drains was proceeding.   Cllr Fuller was thanked for his comments.

020/13:  Best Kept Village Competition 2013:
           RESOLVED that if invited we enter the “Winner of Winners” section of the Best Kept Village Competition.

021/13:  Information Items:
a) Oil Odour Crabmill:  

           The Clerk advised Members that the matter of oil odour in Crabmill Lane had been resolved. 

b) Provision of Christmas Tree:
The Chairman and Members thanked Cllr Crockett for providing the Christmas tree for the Parish.

022/13:  Date of next meeting: RESOLVED that the next meeting of Lea & Cleverton Parish Council be held on March 19th 2013 in Lea Village Hall commencing at 19.30 hours.

              In the absence of any further matters for discussion the Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the proceeding at 21.07 hours.
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